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330 Homer Street 
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Newton, Massachusetts 02458
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ARCHIVES
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Hours:

Monday-Thursday: 9:00 am - 9:00 pm
Friday: 9:00 am - 6:00 pm

Saturday: 9:00 am - 5:00 pm
Sunday: 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm

Closed Sundays in July & August

Hours
Monday: 8:30 am - 5:00 pm
Tuesday: 8:30 am - 8:00 pm

 Wednesday - Friday:  8:30 am - 5:00 pm
&

Newton Free Library
(see above for address and hours)

Museum Hours:
Tuesday-Saturday: 11:00 am - 5:00 pm

Sunday: 2:00 pm-5:00 pm
Closed Mondays & major holidays

Research, group & school programs 
by appointment: Monday - Thursday

Please call 617-796-1450
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Newton Free Library
Newton Collection

330 Homer Street 
Newton, Massachusetts 02459

617-796-1380

The Newton Collection contains the record of 
Newton’s history from its founding in 1630 to the 
present and a wide-range of data relating to the 
current institutions of the City in matters of interest 
to today’s population.  The items collected and 
preserved include print and non-print materials 
produced by City departments, private Newton 
organizations and individuals, as well as Newton 
businesses.  Examples of materials include City 
Directories, Assessed Polls, school yearbooks, 
School Committee Minutes, street maps and 
atlases, Newton histories, City Annual Reports, 
biographies of Newton residents, photographs, and 
local newspapers.  Also included are newsletters, 
pamphlets, and annual reports of organizations and 
clubs of general interest to the City.  The Newton 
newspapers are indexed and the bibliography 
Newtoniana: A Guide to the Historical Collection 
at the Newton Free Library gives the reader 
access to and familiarity with the resources of 
the collection. Newtoniana may be viewed on the 
Library’s web site at www.newtonfreelibrary.net. 

The Newton Collection is housed in the Special 
Collections Room, which is open when the library 
is open - seven days a week (closed on Sundays 
only in July and August).  Newton Collection 
materials do not circulate.  Reference Librarians 
are available to assist patrons at any time.  It is 
helpful to make an appointment for assistance with 
individual research questions.

CITY OF NEWTON
ARCHIVES

1000 Commonwealth Avenue 
Newton Centre, Massachusetts  02459 

617-796-1200
&

Newton Free Library
330 Homer Street

Newton Centre, Massachusetts  02459
617-796-1399

Collections in the Museum Archives relate to the 
physical, political, social, and cultural development 
of Newton from earliest settlement in the 1630’s 
to the present. Historic maps and City Atlases, 
prints and photographs, original manuscripts and 
print materials such as town and city histories are 
primary resources for research.  Maps and visual 
materials are our strength.  Printed vital records, 
City Directories, and biographical records are 
useful for genealogists.  Of particular interest are 
the Newton Historic Property Surveys which cover 
more that 8,000 houses and buildings in the city, 
and the Historic Burying Grounds Surveys, which 
contains information on more than 1,200 individual 
gravestones in three historic burying grounds.
 
Research is by appointment and collection materials 
do not circulate. Please contact sabele@newtonma.
gov for assistance or Historic Newton at 617-796-
1450.  Collection and historical information is also 
available on our website at www.historicnewton.org.

 Steve Rosenthalc

The Jackson Homestead Museum 
and Archives

The City Clerk’s Offi ce of the City of Newton 
collects and preserves Newton’s vital and 
governmental records dating from 1678 to the 
present.  Vital records include birth, death and 
marriage certifi cates for individuals living in 
Newton at the time of the birth, death, or marriage.  
Government records include documents generated 
by the former Town Council and the current 
Board of Aldermen.  The collection includes paper 
records, recent audio recordings, microfi lm, and 
digital fi les.  Collection materials do not circulate 
but may be copied.  Many records are now on-line 
on the City of Newton’s website:  www.ci.newton.
ma.us - please check the website to see if the 
records you are looking for are currently on-line.

Vital records are kept at Newton City Hall.  Older 
government records are kept in the City Clerk’s 
Archives at the Newton Free Library.  Access to 
the material in the City Clerk’s Archives is by 
appointment only.  Please call the City Clerk’s 
offi ce at 617-796-1200 to discuss your records 
needs and to make an appointment.

Please note:  The School Department maintains its 
own archives at their Administrative Offi ces at 100 
Walnut Street in Newtonville.

527 Washington Street, 
Newton, Massachusetts 02458

617-796-1450


